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mmnmm FOR: Mr. Warfield
SUBJECT : Arming of Air America F11¢ht Crevs

' 1. In accordance with your request of 14 January, I have
interviewed individuals in FE, [ |and| | concerning the
arguments for and against establishing a policy permitiing the

arming of Air America flight crews. There are marked differences
of opinion. [ |strongly suggested that for the presént we
address ourselves to the South Vietnam situation and further that

_the views of the Field should be requested as being most significant
-to discussions leading to establishment of a policy. The recommend-
ations of[ |personnel and the Air rice Base Manager at
Saigon as well as | | have beegm;equested this date by
the attached cable. ‘

2. Current Air America poucy prohib:’.ts the arming of flight
crews in South Vietnam, I.aoa and 'ma.:lla.nd
3. The arguments asaimt axming f1i yt crews are baged
principally on: . (a) anticipated difficulty in controlling pcsscuim
and use of weapons, and (b) the probability that de facto apon
- would be insufficient to afford real defensive capability m‘lﬁ!‘t
enemy weapons. :

b, | a specialist in
escape and survival, believes strongly ‘th ight crews in South
Vietnam should be equipped with light weigh ‘sutomatic wespons,

for example grease guns. In his opinion, . weapons provids a
defensive capability to keep an attacking force from the aircraft
snd might permit a crew to escape from an aireraft. Mr.[ ] -
would recommend tha.t[ supply and tain the maponn, G!B,‘ )
“through Saigon Station to Air America. er he would x4 and:
_ issuing the weapons before each flight and have them mounted in .
holsters on the bulkhead of the aircraft cabin. [ |stated that
a crew member could be trained in the use of a grease gun in th:lrby
minutes.
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5. The DDP Air Officer suggested that Embassy policy at Seigon
should be made known to Headquarters and considered in the formulation
of policy.

6. I will keep you informed of developments in this matter.
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- i. ‘lThe shooting Of two Alr America pilots on 14 Jaauary by the Viet
Con;, was repaxted to the Uirector who inquired as to ous policy un commercial
pllats carcying weapons. Specifically, he feit that in this case the pno: and

co~-pil.t might have been able to defend themselves .,

2, Please look into this and determine what the policy Is for various
arcas of Southcast Asia and what are the arguments for and againgt establishing
a policy permitting pilots to arm themselves . 1 suggest that you will want to
explore this with B, ~|and the DO/P Air Otficer. I would like
t> have this information by 20 January.

SIGNED Alan M. Varfiold
Alan M. warfield

Assistant Deguty Jlvector
- for Support
[+
aig, Ladle
A/DD/S/AMW 14 Jan 66)
Distribution:

Orig. - Addressee
1 - DD/S Subject
1 - DD/S Chrono




